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   The Newsletter for Marshall University                              January 10, 2018 
 
 
 
Higher education presidents unite to unveil the Alliance for the 
Economic Development of Southern West Virginia 
 
Presidents and representatives 
from 10 of the state’s public 
higher education institutions 
announced Jan. 8 the Alliance for 
the Economic Development for 
Southern West Virginia 
(Alliance), a joint venture among 
West Virginia’s southern colleges 
and universities. The Alliance 
will work to better connect the 
educational resources and 
workforce training offered in 
Southern West Virginia to 
promote the region, eliminate 
redundancies and share best 
practices, improve the quality of 
life for area residents, create jobs 
and revitalize southern communities. 
 
The partner institutions include Bluefield State College, BridgeValley Community and Technical 
College, Concord University, Marshall University, Mountwest Community and Technical 
College, New River Community and Technical College, Southern West Virginia Community and 
Technical College, West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine, West Virginia State 
University and West Virginia University Institute of Technology. 
 
The Alliance’s main goal is to learn about existing resources in regard to education services, 
workforce training, the talent pool, available business sites, and willing partners in Southern 
West Virginia, and to promote and utilize these resources in a meaningful way that will create 
jobs, enhance the state’s business sector and competitive edge, ensure workers have access to the 
latest training and technology, build long-lasting partnerships and, ultimately, revitalize small 
Southern West Virginia communities. 
 
The Alliance is focused on a 21-county area, including Boone, Cabell, Clay, Fayette, Greenbrier, 
Kanawha, Lincoln, Logan, Mason, McDowell, Mercer, Mingo, Monroe, Nicholas, Pocahontas, 
Putnam, Raleigh, Summers, Wayne, Webster, and Wyoming counties. 
 
The Alliance will concentrate on fostering an environment for economic growth, through a 
number of initiatives. In order to grow the regional economy, the Alliance must identify and 
implement solutions to tackle the current challenges facing quality of life issues in the Alliance’s 
21 county area, like public health, livable communities and education issues. The Alliance will 
also work to build partnerships among local economic development organizations, the public 
educational institutions and the state. 
 
The Alliance will leverage its individual partner resources to create a master matrix of the 
educational, business and land resources offered in Southern West Virginia. Throughout the 
year, the Alliance will offer events and workshops on topics like fighting the opioid epidemic, 
easing the transition to higher education, expanding broadband, fostering entrepreneurship, and 
building local coalitions by pooling our resources, talent and expertise at the higher education 
level. 
 
This Alliance represents more than 30,000 students currently working on obtaining various 
degrees, from associate to doctorate. 
 
For more information and regular updates about the Alliance, visit www.marshall.edu/aedswv. 
 
—————– 
 
Photo: Presidents and representatives of the higher education institutions who are members of 
the Alliance for the Economic Development for Southern West Virginia announce its formation 
at the West Virginia Capitol Jan. 8. Photo courtesy of West Virginia State University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall to honor the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. Jan. 15 
 
Along with the Huntington-Cabell branch of the NAACP, Marshall’s Office of Intercultural 
Affairs is sponsoring the annual traditional freedom march and birthday celebration of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Monday, Jan. 15. All of the Marshall and Huntington communities are 
encouraged to participate. 
 
“Once again, the MU Office of Intercultural Affairs is elated to join the Cabell-Huntington 
Branch of the NAACP to sponsor the Traditional MLK Jr. March,” said Maurice Cooley, 
associate vice president for intercultural affairs. “We have also joined together to sponsor the 
MLK Jr. Observance Day Celebration at the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse, on Marshall’s 
Huntington campus, commencing at 5:30 p.m., shortly following the march.” 
 
Monday’s march will form at 4 p.m. at Elm Street and Ninth Avenue in front of the 16th Street 
Baptist Church. The march will begin at 4:30 p.m., proceeding up Ninth Avenue to 19th Street, 
left to Eighth Avenue down to Hal Greer Boulevard, under the overpass to Fifth Avenue and east 
to the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center. A trolley will be available for those with 
difficulty walking. The march will end at the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse and at 5:30 p.m. the 
annual Martin Luther King Jr. observance program will take place, showcasing the Marshall 
University Chamber Choir, a liturgical performance by The Body, “I Have a Dream” speech by 
Arley Ray Johnson, and “King’s Dreams of Progress” voiced by community leaders. The 
program will be followed by a reception in the playhouse lobby. 
 
“We must all remain steadfast and vigilantly address the need for peaceful coexistence of people 
in all of our American and global societies,” Cooley said. “Remaining silent these days about 
hatred, inequality and disenfranchisement of certain people should no longer be considered, nor 
tolerated.” 
 
On Friday, Jan. 19, Marshall students, faculty and staff are invited to take part in a Day of 
Service honoring King, beginning with breakfast at 8:30 a.m. More information is available 
online at www.marshall.edu/diversity/mlk. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall makes commitment to be Open to All 
 
Marshall University is an institution of higher learning committed to 
promoting an inclusive environment and has affirmed this 
commitment through its pledge to be “Open to All.” 
 
The city-wide Open to All campaign in Huntington began in 2016 to 
encourage local businesses and organizations to make a pledge to 
maintain a welcoming and safe environment for all visitors, 
customers, employees, vendors and clients, regardless of race, 
religion, ancestry, sex, age, disability, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or gender expression. 
 
President Gilbert joined city officials Monday morning at City Hall to declare the university’s 
“Open to All” status and hosted a reception at his home yesterday to celebrate the announcement. 
 
“The City of Huntington’s ‘Open to All’ campaign allows Marshall University to pledge its 
commitment to the university family, to let them know we are a community that embraces all 
diversity and the expansion of knowledge, the defense of individual rights and the promotion of 
civic responsibility,” said Gilbert. 
 
He added that university staff members recently led the formation of the President’s Commission 
on Diversity, Equality and Inclusion, and he supports its mission to further foster an environment 
in which all people feel welcome and all opinions are respected. 
 
“The commission will help us focus on activities and programs that will promote a stronger and 
more diverse Marshall family,” Gilbert said. “This is one of two commissions we have recently 
established to assist the university in communicating some of our core institutional values. I look 
forward to the progress our university will make with these organizations in place.” 
 
—— 
 
Photo: Huntington Mayor Steve Williams (left) and President Gilbert pose with a poster 
illustrating the “Open to All” program’s pledge. 
 
 
Last chance to get involved in Marshall Day at the Capitol 
 
Kelly green will be in evidence at the West Virginia 
State Capitol Wednesday, Jan. 24, as the university 
celebrates the annual Marshall Day at the Capitol. 
Exhibitors interested in having a table at the event are 
encouraged to register at www.herdalum.com. 
 
Representatives from Marshall, including Marco the 
Bison, will be at the Capitol from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
greeting visitors and interacting with legislators. Displays promoting a variety of programs will 
be set up during the event, which is being organized by Marshall’s office of alumni relations. 
 
“Once again it is a privilege to spend time with our elected state leaders at the West Virginia 
Capitol Complex and showcase the numerous programs and ongoing projects at Marshall 
University,” said Matt Hayes, executive director of alumni relations. “There are so many great 
things to talk about where Marshall University is concerned and this is our day to position those 
topics center stage in the eyes of our state legislators.” 
 
Hayes said representatives from Marshall will be hosting exhibits, greeting visitors and 
interacting with legislators, while emphasizing that every Marshall degree earned is an 
investment in the future of West Virginia. 
 
Participating departments are encouraged to use the Twitter hashtag #MarshallUDay for tweets 
that day. 
 
 
 
 
The unveiling of the electric car charging station will take place at 11 a.m. Friday, Jan. 12, with 
a ceremony in the lobby of Corbly Hall. Then, everyone can go to the actual location (the pay 
lot) to see the unveiling and watch a vehicle get charged.   
 
  
  
  
  
  
Violauta Duo to perform ‘Rossiniana 2’ Jan. 18 
 
The Violauta Duo of Wendell Dobbs 
on the flute and Júlio Ribeiro Alves 
on the guitar will give a joint faculty 
recital, “Rossiniana 2,” at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 18, in Studio 143 of 
the Smith Music Building at Marshall 
University. 
 
The first part of the recital represents 
a continuation from the fall semester 
of the duo’s examination of opera 
arias by Gioachino Rossini 
transcribed for flute and guitar by flutist Jean-Louis Tulou and guitarist Ferdinand Carulli. They 
include arias from La Gazza Ladra (The Thieving Magpie) and the tour de force, Matilda’s aria 
from Elizabeth, Queen of England. The duo will perform these transcriptions on period 
instruments produced in France during the first half of the 19th century. 
 
The second part of the program will feature Dobbs and Alves exploring other repertoire from the 
early 19th century, all by guitar masters from the era. The performance will feature another work 
by Carulli, then works by Antonio Nava and Mauro Giuliani. 
 
Contact the School of Music by phone at 304-696-3117 or visit marshall.edu/music for more 
information. 
 
 
 
 
 
MLK Day of Service 
 
-Register NOW and 
join the President’s 
Commission on 
Diversity, Equality, & 
Inclusion and the 
Office of Student 
Affairs on Friday, 
January 19th, for a Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day of Service.  This 
one-day event serves to 
honor the legacy of Dr. 
King by addressing social problems such as poverty, racism, and other injustices. 
 
Marshall students, staff, faculty, student organizations, and other groups are encouraged and 
welcomed to participate. 
 
Registering guarantees that you will receive a free breakfast beginning at 8:30 and a t-shirt for 
participating. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall’s Distinguished Professor in the Arts to perform Liszt 
piano sonata 
 
German pianist Hinrich Alpers has been named the Joan 
C. Edwards Distinguished Professor in the Arts at 
Marshall and will perform at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 19, in 
Smith Recital Hall on the Huntington campus. 
 
Alpers was the first prize winner of the third 
International Telekom Beethoven Competition in Bonn, 
Germany, and laureate of Canada’s Honens International 
Piano Competition. This young artist – recognized for 
playing with maturity, youthful energy, versatility and 
sincerity — has performed at venues such as the 
Philharmonie Berlin and the Gasteig in Munich. He is artistic advisor to the Ottawa Chamber 
Music Festival and serves on the faculty of the Barenboim-Said Academy in Berlin. 
 
Alpers’ solo recital at Marshall will include a milestone of the classical music repertoire: the 
piano sonata by 19th-century virtuoso Franz Liszt. 
 
Sponsored by the School of Music and College of Arts and Media, the event is free and open to 
the public. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Start the semester off right with help from Lynda.com 
 
Marshall University Information Technology 
provides access to Lynda Campus for all faculty, 
staff and students. This service provides the 
university, and the members of its community, 
with easy online access to in-depth training 
demos on a wide variety of topics underlining 
important technical and life skills. 
 
Faculty can easily embed Lynda.com content 
directly into Blackboard for instructional use or 
use the free resource to expand skills and advance both professionally and personally. 
 
Set yourself up for success this semester by polishing your efficiency and organizational skills. 
Planning for your work and/or course load can be daunting, but equipping yourself with the skills 
to manage your to-do lists and improve efficiency makes the process painless. 
 
MUIT has highlighted a few Lynda.com videos below or search the library of more than 6,000 
courses to help kick-start your semester! 
 
Efficient Time Management 
Managing To-Do Lists 
Organize Your Office for Maximum Efficiency 
 
To access these videos and more, visit Lynda.marshall.edu and sign in using your MUNet 
Account username and password. Access is available both on and off-campus. Lynda.com is also 
available in the app store for smart devices. 
 
Benefits to using lynda.com include: 
 
• Unlimited access to courses on a wide variety of technologies and disciplines 
• Up-to-date content to keep skills current and learn new skills 
• New courses added each week 
• Tutorials taught by recognized industry experts 
• Access to instructors’ exercise files to follow along as you learn 
• Closed captioning and searchable, time-coded transcripts 
• Beginner to advanced courses 
• Option to watch complete courses or bite-size videos as you need them 
 
Need assistance? 
Lynda.com System Requirements 
 
Contact the IT Service Desk, located on the first floor in the Drinko Library, e-mail 
itservicedesk@marshall.edu, call 304-696-3200 or chat online at www.marshall.edu/it.  
 
Local singers sought for Marshall University Choral Union 
 
The Marshall University Choral Union, a community-collaborative 
choral ensemble, began a new semester of music Jan 8, but new 
members will still be welcome at its next rehearsal on Monday, Jan. 
22, according to Director Deborah Bradley. 
 
The ensemble is open to singers of all ages from within the university 
and the surrounding communities. Auditions are not required, but 
prior choral experience is expected. 
 
Rehearsals are from 7 to 9 p.m. Mondays in Room 150 of Smith Music Hall. This semester’s 
repertoire will include pieces by Dello Joio, Mulholland, Faure, Handel and others. The end-of-
semester performance is planned for Sunday, April 29. Bradley encourages all interested singers 
to join. 
 
For more information, contact Bradley at 304-654-5445 or bradley34@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Chess Club looking for participants 
 
Marshall University and West Virginia Science Adventures 
invite children ages 8 and older (or younger children with 
excellent attention spans) to participate in the Children’s 
Chess Club. All levels and ages are welcome. 
 
The group meets from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. on Saturdays, Jan. 
6 to May 26, in Room 307 of the Science Building on the 
Marshall University Huntington campus. 
 
Families can pay for all 19 meetings or on a drop-in basis. 
Cost is $140 for the semester or $10 per day. Siblings receive a 50 percent discount, and 
scholarships are available, based on financial need. 
 
The club is sponsored by West Virginia Science Adventures and the Marshall University College 
of Science. For more information, visit http://ssawv.com or e-mail Director Dr. Suzanne Strait of 
West Virginia Science Adventures at WVScienceAdventures@gmail.com. 
 
 
Digital Humanities Scholars invited to 2018 R-CADE 
Symposium 
 
Marshall’s digital humanities scholars have been invited to present at the 2018 R-CADE 
Symposium, an event sponsored by the Digital Studies Center at Rutgers University-Camden in 
New Jersey. 
 
Representing the departments of English, political science, and computer and information 
technology, as well as Marshall Libraries, the intercollegiate group of faculty will present on 
skeuomorphs, or nonfunctional design features that reference previously functional tools in 
classic and contemporary video games. 
 
Among the Marshall faculty invited are Dr. Kristen Lillvis, associate professor of English and 
director of digital humanities; Dr. Allison Carey, associate professor of English and chair of the 
English department; Dr. Jason J. Morrissette, professor of political science and director of the 
international affairs program; Dr. Matt Mundell, assistant professor of computer and information 
technology; Kristin Janae Steele, visiting assistant professor of English; and Lori Thompson, 
archivist and digital preservation librarian. 
 
The 2018 R-CADE curator and keynote speaker, Grant Wythoff, shared how impressed the 
organizers were with Marshall’s approach to skeuomorphs, games and technique. Marshall 
faculty will receive $1,000 to fund their research and present their findings at Rutgers-Camden 
April 20. 
 
For more information, contact Lillvis at 304-696-6269 or lillvis@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Jan. 17, 2018. Please send items for 
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by noon Tuesday, Jan. 12. 
 
 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/January-10-2018. 
 
 
 
